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THE publicly moderate Uniting 
Church in South Australia is 
privately campaigning against 
minor party candidates in the 
November election.

Material obtained by The 
Independent Weekly shows that 
the Uniting Church is backing 
Family First’s campaigns 
against the Democrats and 
Greens. Family First has links 
with the Assemblies of  God 
congregation in the Adelaide 
suburb of  Paradise.

The campaign is based in 
part against the Democrats 
and Greens stance on homo-
sexuality.

Documents show that Craig 
Scott, a Uniting Church pastor in 

the Adelaide Hills and the city’s 
southern suburbs, is recruiting 
his congregation to help Family 
First defeat Democrat and 
Greens candidates.

C o n t a c t e d  b y  T h e 
Independent Weekly, Pastor 
Scott initially denied distrib-
uting the material. When told 
that The Independent Weekly 
had proof, he retracted and 

said that sending solicitations 
electronically was not what he 
termed ‘distributing’.

“Anyway, so what?” Pastor 
Scott said. “It’s got nothing to 
do with you.”

The national chairman 
of  Family First, long-time 
Assemblies of  God pastor and 
SA Upper House MP Andrew 
Evans, had privately asked for 
volunteers to distribute Family 
First how-to-vote cards at poll-
ing booths on election day.

“We need your help,” Pastor 
Evans implored. 

“If  we have people handing 
out Family First voting cards 
at the polling booths research 
suggests we can increase our 
vote by up to two per cent.”

Pastor Evans’ appeal went 

on to say that historically, the 
Democrats have won the fi nal 
Senate spot in each state.

It is that Family First appeal 
which is now being circulated 
by Pastor Scott, who is attached 
to Uniting Church groups in 
Echunga, Seaton, and Hallett 
Cove. The Uniting Church 
campaign could signifi cantly 
contribute to the outcome in 
the marginal federal elector-
ates of  Kingston and Boothby. 
Echunga is in the safe elector-
ate of  Mayo, held by Foreign 
Minister Alexander Downer.

Kingston is held by the 
Liberal’s Kym Richardson, 
an ex-policeman, on a razor-
thin 119-vote margin – just 
0.1 per cent. Boothby is held 
by Liberal Andrew Southcott 

with a 5.4 per cent margin. 
The church assistance is 
particularly aimed at keeping 
the Democrats and Greens 
out of  the Senate. Democrats 
MLC Sandra Kanck has 
strongly fought for secular 
politics, attacking fundamen-
tal Christianity inside and 
outside parliament.

Pastor Evans’s specific 
warning about the Greens, 
who he describes as having 
“policies (which) include the 
decriminalisation of  the use 
of  some illicit drugs, marriage 
for same sex couples and the 
legalisation of  euthanasia,” 
is being re-distributed by the 
Uniting Church.
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